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3.
Subject to the provisions of paragraph 2, Germans born or domi-
ciled in Alsace-Lorraine shall not acquire French nationality by reason
of the restoration of Alsace-Lorraine to France, even though they may
have the status of citizens of Alsace-Lorraine.
They may acquire French nationality only by naturalisation, on
condition of having been domiciled in Alsace-Lorraine from a date
previous to August 3, 1914, and of submitting proof of unbroken resi-
dence within the restored territory for a period of three years from
November 11, 1918.
France will be solely responsible for their diplomatic and consular
protection from the date of their application for French naturalisation.
4.
The French Government shall determine the procedure by which
reinstatement in French nationality as of right shall be effected, and
the conditions under which decisions shall be given upon claims to
such nationality and applications for naturalisation, as provided by
the present Annex.
SECTION VI
AUSTRIA
ARTICLE 80.
Germany acknowledges and will respect strictly the inde-
pendence of Austria, within the frontiers which may be fixed
in a Treaty between that State and the Principal Allied and
Associated Powers; she agrees that this independence shall
be inalienable, except with the consent of the Council of the
League of Nations.
SECTION VII
CZECHO-SLOVAK  STATE
ARTICLE 81.
Germany, in conformity with the action already taken by
the Allied and Associated Powers, recognises the complete
independence of the Czecho-Slovak State which will include
the autonomous territory of the Ruthenians to the south of the
Carpathians. Germany hereby recognises the frontiers of this
State as determined by the Principal Allied and Associated
Powers and the other interested States.